
 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Nov. 5, 2018 -- The Center for Afrofuturist Studies at PS1 presents London based artist Sonya Dyer’s 

Hailing Frequencies Open: Or, Dark Fecundity 

 

The Center for Afrofuturist Studies at Public Space One presents an evening with visiting artist Sonya 

Dyer. Dyer is currently in Iowa City for an 8-day residency, culminating a free public program in the PS1 

gallery on Saturday, Nov. 10 at 6pm.  

 

During her residency at the CAS, 

Dyer and her think tank the 

…And Beyond Institute for 

Future Research will further 

develop their ongoing project 

Hailing Frequencies Open (HFO). 

Taken from the phrase most 

associated with Star Trek’s Nyota 

Uhura (Nichelle Nichols), HFO 

reimagines the history and 

potentiality of human Space 

travel through three 

interconnected points – Nicols’ pioneering work diversifying NASA’s astronaut pool in the 1970s, HeLa 

cells taken from the body of Henrietta Lacks (the first human materials sent into Space), and the Greek 

myth of Andromeda. Dyer writes, “The project speaks to the ways in which Speculative Fiction intersects 

with radical ideas of social justice and explores what happens when marginalised, under acknowledged 

and minoritised peoples are centred within narratives of the future. As such, it combines social justice 

with speculation, fantasy with the political.” 

 

At PS1, Dyer will work on creating zones within the gallery inspired by the architecture of the Soviet 

missiles first used to send HeLa into Space, the Orthodox Jewish practice of Eruv and the ‘ready room’ 

used by Captains within Star Trek and other speculative Space travel narratives.  

 

For the public program on Saturday, Nov. 10 at 6pm, the public is invited visit the gallery to hear more 

about the project and engage in conversation with the artist. All are welcome.  

 

Sonya Dyer is an artist, writer and occasional curator from London and has contributed to numerous 

publications including Frieze, Contemporary &, a-n online and Petunia. Her research-based, 

post-medium practice utilizes dialogical platforms, reproductive technologies and moving image. Her 

practice currently manifests itself through the …And Beyond Institute for Future Research, a peripatetic, 

 



 

performative think tank concerned with the creation of possible futures. Learn more about ABIFR’s work 

at: www.andbeyondinstitute.com 

 

The Center for Afrofuturist Studies is an initiative based out of Public Space One that hosts residencies 

for and produces programs around the work of artists of color whose work engages with the future(s) of 

Black and POC lives. Dyer is the CAS’ 12th artist-in-residence since its founding in 2016. 

 

2018-19 CAS programming is supported, in part, by the Black Art Futures Fund, a fund with the Brooklyn 

Community Foundation, and Legacies for Iowa: A University of Iowa Stanley Museum of Art 

Collections-Sharing Project, supported by the Matthew Bucksbaum Family. 

 

Public Space One is an artist-led, community-driven contemporary art center founded in 2003. PS1 

strives to: 

• provide an independent, innovative, diverse, and inclusive space for making and presenting art 

• operate with an accessible structure that encourages community involvement and collaboration 

• provide cultural resources and educational opportunities 

• advocate for the importance of art in everyday life for any and everyone 

 

CONTACT: 

Anaïs Duplan, CAS Curator  

414-622-0222 // agduplan@gmail.com 

 

Kalmia Strong, PS1 Program Director 

917-703-1350 // kalmia@publicspaceone.com 

 

John Engelbrecht, PS1 Director 

319-855-1985 // john@publicspaceone.com 

 

The Center for Afrofuturist Studies 

Public Space One 

120 N. Dubuque St. 

Iowa City, IA 52245 
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